Week 1 - Family Devotions

Week 1
God De i e
that the ma become perfectl one
John 17:23

Imagine wanting to build a treehouse with your family or friends. What would happen if there were no
blueprints or instructions and everybody was free to decide how they think the treehouse should be
built? And what would happen if everybody that wanted to help out also refused to communicate with
each other or started taking tools from one another without asking? How difficult would it be to maintain
unity among the group and to make sure that the project got finished safely and properly?
Everyone in a family or on a team plays an important role in maintaining unity. However, if one person
decides that they want to do their own thing, that they should be in charge, that they are more important
than the rest of the group, or that they don’t need anybody else, then it suddenly becomes much more
challenging to work towards the same goal and to have unity with one another.
Unity is especially important to God. In fact, on the same night that e was arrested and about to die
on the cross for the sins of the world, Jesus prayed that all of His followers would be perfectl one
Just think: He could have been more focused on so many other things that night, but in His last
moments with His disciples before He was crucified, Jesus chose to pray that we would have perfect
unity with one another.
What does unity mean? Well first, here’s what unity doesn t mean: It doesn’t mean that everybody
should look alike and think alike, and unity also doesn’t mean that everybody will always agree with one
another. God made you one-of-a-kind, and He gave you and everyone else unique personalities
with unique interests and unique talents, so it’s okay – in fact it’s good - to be uniquely different from
the rest of the world!
For Christ-followers, however, unity does mean that we will do whatever we can to not let our differences
divide us. It means that we will work at getting along and being at peace with each other. It means that
we will be committed to sacrificially love one another and to focus more on the shared life we have
through faith in Christ than we will upon our own individual preferences and opinions. And it means
that, as the family of God, we have one common purpose, and that is to please God in everything that
we do (1 Corinthians 10: 1).
God wants us to live in unity with one another so that everyone will know that God sent Jesus into the
world and that He loves them. Living in unity is not always easy to do, but we must never forget that we
are called by God as His children to “make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond
of peace” (Ephesians :1).
Are you willing to do your part?
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Do
Brainstorm together something you can make and place within your home to symbolize and remind
you of your family’s commitment to unity with one another and within the Body of Christ. For
instance, you might want to take a family portrait and create a frame for it together, make a wall
hanging that has each family members’ handprints on it, or create a family wreath that displays
important words or messages related to the topic of unity.

Have a -legged race as a family. Start by taking a bandana or a sheet and strapping the left leg of
one family member to the right leg of another family member. The object is for each team to run
together without falling over. After the race, talk about what you observed and experienced
regarding the importance of working together.

Discuss
Share about a time when you were part of a team and experienced good cooperation. Follow that
by sharing about a time when you were part of an activity in which there was little unity or
cooperation. What did you learn from those experiences?

What are some examples of everyday activities in which unity and cooperation are essential?

How would you rate your family when it comes to maintaining unity?

What are one or two goals you have for your family as it applies to pursuing unity?
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